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Reviews are in for 
5 0 / 5 0 . 
Check it out 
in Enter-
tainment!
Recipe of the week: Mac 
and Cheese made easy... 
    and delicious!
Don’t let Congress cen-
sor your internet. Find out 
what’s up in Opinions!
Alisa 
Dick-
erson 
scores 
1000th 
point! It’s hammertime!
Jason Latimer
staff writer
Rose-Hulman is breaking 
new ground in exercise tech-
nology by participating in an 
online program called Fitoc-
racy, an MMORPG- style 
game that combines the ad-
dicting power of gaming with 
the benefits of getting into 
shape. According to its Web 
site, Fitrocracy.com, “Fitoc-
racy is the game you play to 
improve your fitness. Play it 
to track your progress, com-
pete against your friends, 
and get real results in your 
physical fitness.” Players en-
ter their workouts into the 
website every day and earn 
points and level up for their 
exercise. “Special challeng-
es” sometimes arise when 
players level up, adding to 
the spirited gaming experi-
ence.
Brian Shearer, Coordinator 
for Human Performance at 
Rose, heads up the Fitocracy 
movement on campus. He be-
lieves the program, currently 
in its pilot state, can offer 
something to people who are 
having trouble finding the in-
centive to get into the weight 
room.
“Sometimes staying moti-
vated to exercise is tough,” 
he said. “I think this RPG can 
help those currently exercis-
ing stay motivated and poten-
tially rejuvenate those who 
are finding motivation tough 
right now or maybe not even 
exercising at all.”
One aspect of the program 
that makes it so different is the 
ability of its members to com-
pete directly against friends 
and measure up against them, 
creating an even more com-
petitive atmosphere.
“It has a social media feel, 
where you can post com-
ments and communicate with 
others. Participants can also 
form groups and compete 
group vs. group,” Shearer 
said. “So by using Fitocracy 
in conjunction with your ex-
ercise program, you can com-
pete against others, stay moti-
vated, and hopefully continue 
to improve your overall health 
and fitness.”
So far, Shearer has re-
ceived positive feedback 
about Fitocracy. He found 
that it has supported Rose 
students trying to get fit and 
has given them a drive to 
stay active.
“Users are finding that us-
ing the site helps them stay 
on track with their exercise 
program. They 
like watching 
as they level 
up and com-
plete quests,” 
he said. “Oth-
ers find that 
it’s a great way 
to track their 
workouts and 
ultimately mo-
tivate them to 
get some exer-
cise every day. 
“All of this in-
formation post-
ed and tracked 
online is also 
giving Shearer 
insight into 
the lifestyle of 
Rose-Hulman.
“From my 
stand point, it 
will give me a 
good idea of 
what our stu-
dents are doing 
to stay healthy 
and fit on cam-
pus,” Shearer 
said.
Started in August 2010, 
Fitocracy is little more than 
a year old, and its presence is 
even younger at Rose. Shearer 
is helping the fledging pro-
gram build a solid base while 
trying to get as many Rose 
students on board and in-
shape.
“With the site being so new, 
there really is not any data out 
there to compare to,” he said. 
“I am just hoping to continue 
to promote the site through 
the duration of the pilot pro-
gram and get as many people 
physically active as possible 
on campus.”
Fitrocracy uses video games to promote health and fitness by rewarding 
exercise and creating competition between users.
http://facebook.com
Fitocracy beta launches at Rose-Hulman
Promotes health, fitness through video games
Nick Hedrick 
The Indiana Statesman
An ISU official who was 
arrested Wednesday for so-
liciting sex from an under-
cover police officer currently 
remains employed at the uni-
versity, said Teresa Exline, 
special assistant to the presi-
dent for internal relations.       
Brian Hasler, a special as-
sistant to the president for ex-
ternal relations, was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
of patronizing a prostitute. 
He was arrested in Indian-
apolis.
“He’s employed at the uni-
versity,” Exline said. “We 
don’t have any comment.”
The Statesman is working 
to obtain a police report from 
the Indianapolis Metropoli-
tan Police Department, which 
made the arrest.
Hasler, who served as a 
state representative from 1996 
to 2004, joined ISU in July 
2008. In his role as a member 
of President Daniel J. Brad-
ley’s cabinet, he serves as a 
liaison to state legislators and 
other governmental agencies. 
He also plans, develops and 
directs the presentation of re-
quests and other materials re-
lated to the university’s needs 
for operating and capital funds 
and for other university and 
statewide initiatives.
Hasler is also the author of 
“The Story of Sycamore Sam,” 
a children’s book about ISU’s 
mascot, which was published 
this fall.
He is a Terre Haute native 
and a 1980 ISU alumnus. He 
works from offices in Indian-
apolis and the president and 
provost’s office at ISU.
Brian Hasler, and official as ISU, was arrested for Class A 
misdemeanor of patronizing a prostitute.
ISU Communications and Marketing
ISU official arrested for patronizing 
a prostitute
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
The Rose ThoRn
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Sean Gorsky • news
Marcus Willerscheidt • entertainment
Melissa Schwenk • living
Emily Asman • opinions
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports
Noël Spurgeon • flipside
Stephen Mayhew • copy
Richard Thai • copy
Tim Ekl • photo
Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
Ranjana Chandramouli • writer
Andy Chen • writer
Katie Dial • writer
Matt Dierksmeier • writer
Jason Latimer • writer
Morgan Lopez • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Peter Savkovich • writer
Claire Stark • writer
Bennie Waters • writer
Hobey Tam • writer
Richard House • adviser
Follow The Rose ThoRn on TwITTeR: 
http://twitter.com/therosethorn
and lIke us on Facebook:
http://facebook.com/therosethorn
http://printable-puzzles.com
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March 22
April 21
June 23
July 17
October 7
bloody marys
margaritas
martinis
shirley temples
whiskey sours
lilies
orchids
poppies
roses
violets
Last Day Of Work First Names Flowers Cocktails
March 22
April 21
June 23
July 17
October 7
1. Either the person who drinks bloody marys or the person who drinks margaritas loves poppies.
2. Madalyn will leave before the person who drinks martinis.
3. The person whose favorite flowers are orchids is Juan.
4. The employee whose last day will be June 23 doesn't drink whiskey sours.
5. Of Mario and Madalyn, one is leaving the company on July 17 and the other drinks whiskey sours.
6. The employee whose last day will be March 22 drinks bloody marys.
7. The person whose favorite flowers are roses will leave after Everett.
8. The person whose favorite flowers are lilies will leave before the person who drinks martinis.
9. The person who drinks margaritas doesn't like poppies.
10. The 5 people were  the person who drinks martinis, the person whose favorite flowers are roses, the employee
whose last day will be October 7, Anaya,  and the person who drinks bloody marys.
11. The person who drinks shirley temples doesn't like lilies.
Logic Puzzles
Presented by Puzzle Baron
Puzzle ID: U335XX
For hints, solutions and more puzzles, go to
www.Printable-Puzzles.com!
Logic Puzzles
1. Either the person who drinks bloody 
marys or the person who drinks marga-
ritas loves poppies.
2. Madalyn will leave before the person 
who drinks martinis.
3. The person whose favorite flowers are 
orchids is Juan.
4. The employee whose last day will be 
June 23 doesn't drink whiskey sours.
5. Of Mario and Madalyn, one is leaving 
the company on July 17 and the other 
drinks whiskey sours.
6. The employee whose last day will be 
March 22 drinks bloody marys.
7. The person whose favorite flowers are 
roses will leave after Everett.
8. The person whose favorite flowers are 
lilies will leave before the person who 
drinks martinis.
9. The person who drinks margaritas 
doesn't like poppies.
10. The 5 people were the person who 
drinks martinis, the person whose fa-
vorite flowers are roses, the employee
whose last day will be October 7, Anaya, 
and the person who drinks bloody mar-
ys.
11. The person who drinks shirley tem-
ples doesn't like lilies.
Russian Prime Minister Places Blame on Clin-
ton for Election   
Protests
Vladimir Putin, current Prime Minister of Russia, is 
citing Hillary Clinton as the instigator of forthcoming 
election protests in Russia’s capital. Clinton recently 
expressed the United States’ “serious concerns” over 
the fairness of Russian elections, the next of which is 
a presidential election set to be held in March of next 
year. Putin, well as Dmitry Medvedev, the Russian presi-
dent, have defended the conduct of the Russian elec-
tions, claiming they are free and fair. Putin claims this 
statement from the US sparked the opposition leaders 
in Russia to organize an election protest this Saturday 
in the Revolutionary Square in Moscow, expected to be 
attended by over 30,000 people.
Virginia Tech Shooting Leaves Two Dead, In-
cluding Policeman
Just as students at Virginia Tech were preparing for 
their final exams, the university was victim to another 
shooting incident on Thursday afternoon. Around noon, 
a policeman was killed in a parking lot near a gym and 
sports building. The shooting suspect, a white male, al-
legedly fled to another parking lot on campus, where a 
student was found dead (though it is unclear at the time 
of printing whether that person was actually a victim of 
the shooting). The campus was immediately closed and 
students were told to remain inside buildings as an in-
tense search began for the suspect. Final exams, which 
were set to begin Friday at Virginia Tech, are postponed. 
33 people were killed in a massacre on the Virginia Tech 
campus in April of 2007.
Footage of American Reconnaissance Drone in 
Iranian Territory Released
An unmanned aircraft that was part of a US surveil-
lance program of potential Iranian nuclear sites was re-
covered, undamaged, by Iranian officials, who released 
video footage of the drone on television on Thursday. 
The aircraft was said to have malfunctioned, accord-
ing to US officials, but Iranian officials claimed to have 
“electronically hijacked” and downed the plane near the 
Iran-Afghanistan border. If the drone remains mostly 
intact, as it appears in the footage, the US runs the risk 
of losing valuable information technology to Iran. Cur-
rently, the US has no formal diplomatic ties to Iran. 
3News9 Dec 2011
News Briefs
Ranjana Chandramouli • staff writer
Store Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
1234 Wabash Avenue
(812) 232-7272
waNt to cover the News stories that happeN oN campus?
Do you like to write?  theN write for us!
thorN-News@rose-hulmaN.eDu
4 EntErtainmEnt    9 DEc 2011
Alex Mullans
editor-in-chief
“It’s beautiful.” Those are my 
first words about Forza Motor-
sport 4, and they’re still the best 
review I can give. 
Forza 4, which is an Xbox 360 
exclusive, falls in the simulation 
category as far as racing games 
go: real tracks, real cars, and real 
damage. I gained a new apprecia-
tion for just how “real” that dam-
age is when I had to go through 
the last lap of a race with a car 
that pulled hard to the left be-
cause I destroyed the suspension 
on a cement pier by the pit. 
I’m not quite as ambitious as 
some, so I generally turn my dam-
age settings to “limited.” Your car 
might look terrible at the end of 
the race, but it doesn’t actually 
become harder to drive. This is 
an area where Forza shines: its 
variability. Play it hands-free on 
a Kinect and it’ll do everything 
for you but the steering, or turn 
all the controls up to simulation 
– you might heed the warning 
about having a proper steering 
wheel and pedals before you do – 
and get as close as you can get to 
driving a car without, you know, 
driving one. On the easy settings, 
you can easily blow past the AIs; 
on the harder settings, you’d bet-
ter watch your back. Forza’s AI 
learns – if you make dirty passes 
or spin out the AIs, they’ll waste 
no time doing the same. 
If there’s one feature of Forza 
that’s truly “love it or hate it,” it’s 
the rewind feature. Personally, I 
love it. I’m an aggressive driver, 
so the AI tends to screw with me. 
That’s when I speed into a corner, 
T-bone them into the wall, and 
then rewind before making the 
turn properly. I’ve dispensed with 
my AI-induced rage without los-
ing the time I’ve already put into 
the race. But there are plenty of 
people who call BS on the feature 
the first time they see me using it. 
And to be fair, it’s definitely easier 
to win races when you can rewind 
out of the sand pit. But, like most 
things in Forza, you can turn it 
off, so it’s really up to you. 
Forza 4 also comes equipped 
with a pretty active online com-
munity; you can trade or buy tun-
ing specs and paint/decal jobs, 
and you can race. My personal fa-
vorite online feature is the rivals 
mode; Turn 10 (the game’s devel-
oper) suggests races with ghosts 
of gamers near to you in skill – if 
you win the race, you get some 
XP and the satisfaction of beating 
some person you’ll never have to 
look at in person. 
The game isn’t without its flaws: 
an otherwise beautiful interface is 
flawed by the most awful track se-
lection screen ever in multiplayer 
mode. You have to memorize the 
tracks to know which one you’re 
picking; there’s no image of the 
track or the raceway until you 
load the race. Plus, I’ve hit B one 
too many times and had to reset 
my whole split-screen configura-
tion so many times I’m ready to 
throw my controller at the screen. 
But, these minor interface tics 
don’t hold a candle to Autovista, 
which is awesome. Ever wanted 
to look around inside a Ferrari 
or a Hummer? Autovista lets you 
hop in the cabin, inspect the en-
gine, and listen to TopGear’s Jer-
emy Clarkson tell you just how 
sexy that engine really is. 
Forza Motorsport 4 is as fun as 
you want it to be. Simulation set-
tings can be rage-inducing; the 
Kinect modes, just plain silly. Is it 
worth buying? Definitely.
Review rating: 4 elephants
Simulation racing at its best: 
Forza Motorsport 4 delivers
imdb.com
Marcus Willerscheidt 
entertainment editor
I have never been so 
moved by a comedy in my 
life. While “50/50” is tech-
nically a comedy, it’s really 
more of a drama with a lot 
of comedy in it. I entered 
the movie theater expecting 
to laugh at a few of Seth Ro-
gen’s jokes 
b e f o r e 
leaving all-
in-all un-
impressed. 
This was 
not the 
case; the 
movie was 
surprising-
ly touch-
ing and 
m a t u r e . 
Yes, the 
jokes can 
be crude at 
times, but 
they actu-
ally have 
a purpose 
other than 
i n d u c i n g 
l a u g h t e r . 
They add 
levity to a 
s i t u a t i o n 
that can 
o t h e r w i s e 
seem hope-
less. Fur-
thermore, the movie took 
the situation from several 
viewpoints: the cancer pa-
tient, the friend, the thera-
pist, and the parent. It didn’t 
focus in on one person; it 
showed the pain, struggle, 
and solidarity of a group of 
people going through one of 
the most difficult scenarios 
of modern society.
This movie depicts the sto-
ry of Adam (Joseph Gordon-
Levitt), a recently diagnosed 
cancer patient, who tries to 
come to grips with his dis-
ease. He was diagnosed 
with a rare spinal cancer 
and has little chance of sur-
vival. Throughout the story, 
he deals with other difficult 
issues – the cancer doesn’t 
just change his life, but also 
streamlines it down to what 
is most important. His best 
friend Kyle (Seth Rogen) 
and new therapist (Anna 
Kendrick) help him to sort 
through a plethora of new 
problems with humor and 
support. But on occasion, he 
becomes cut off from every-
one and depression sets in. 
He then lashes out at those 
trying to help him most. 
The movie also depicts 
Adam making friends with 
some older cancer patients, 
which subsequently leads to 
him getting high. This scene 
adds levity to the situation 
as Adam walks down the 
hospital ward in drug in-
duced euphoria. By the mid-
dle of the movie, it takes a 
serious turn and confronts 
dealing with death and re-
establishing family ties. I 
really enjoyed the ending 
though, where all the im-
portant people in Adam’s 
life come together in the 
hospital to await his prog-
nosis.
Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
showcases an incredible 
performance as do most 
of the smaller characters. 
Unfortunately, Seth Rogen 
pretty much played his usu-
al character. But, the per-
formance I was particularly 
impressed with was Anna 
Kendrick. She did a great 
job of playing a naïve ther-
apist in training, and her 
subtle, dry humor is excel-
lently delivered.
Based on a true story, this 
movie will take you on an 
emotional rollercoaster. It 
is not for the weak hearted. 
I think more films should 
take unique views on their 
subject matter like this one. 
Furthermore, it was nice 
to see a movie that didn’t 
center around explosions or 
cliché love scenes; instead, 
“50/50” has a good deal of 
character development. It 
reached a depth most mov-
ies try to avoid in order to 
not be confrontational. And, 
by the end of the film, I felt 
that I knew the characters.
I would recommend 
“50/50” as a must see, but 
I would caution when you 
view it. It is a very intro-
spective movie, and will 
have you in a pensive mood 
the rest of the night. When 
it comes right down to it 
though, I would say this was 
one of the better movies of 
the year.
Review rating: 3.5 elephants
A cancer comedy?Noël Spurgeon
flipside editor
Based on the bestselling series of young 
adult novels by Stephanie Meyer, “Breaking 
Dawn: Part 1” is the latest installment in the 
saga of the romance between the vampire 
Edward Cullen and the human protagonist, 
Bella Swan, framed within a longstanding 
conflict between vampires and werewolves in 
Forks, Washington. This installment of the 
series opens with our two lovebirds about to 
be married, in a luxurious affair that feels like 
a 30-minute long perusal of a fantasy wed-
ding magazine, marred only by the sulking 
of Jacob, the long-suffering rival for Bella’s 
affections. The honeymoon is equally pictur-
esque, but, true to the series, things are not 
idyllic for long.
To say that this is the best movie of the se-
ries so far is not high praise. Despite clever 
directing (watching the movie scene-by-scene 
is a wonderful exercise in visual symbolism), 
it’s not enough to save the movie from its 
leads. Stewart is especially bad: her pensive 
lip-gnawing seems to be the only expression 
that she’s capable of. Granted, the Bella of 
the novels is hardly a stellar example of depth 
in characterization, but at least some of the 
blame can be assigned to Stewart’s acting. Al-
though Pattinson is an improvement, he isn’t 
much better; but again, an angsty, century-
old sparkling Valentino lite is generally not a 
role defined by challenging acting.
The pace of the movie is another sticking 
point. The current cinematic trend of split-
ting the final book of a series into two mov-
ies does not work well for “Breaking Dawn.” 
While it makes sense for plot-dense epics 
such as the Harry Potter series, there simply 
isn’t enough meat in the final Twilight book 
to spread over two movies. As a result, the 
movie is hyper detailed, but also lethargic, 
sacrificing pacing in favor of strict adherence 
to the novel. The audience (most of whom are 
already intimately familiar with the novels) 
is subjected to a seemingly endless torrent 
of backstory and scene-for-scene reproduc-
tion, which flounders especially badly during 
the sequences featuring Jacob’s pack. Simply 
put, the directors would have been better off 
creating a longer, more tightly-paced film, 
instead of stretching half a book’s worth of 
plot into a sluggishly dull prequel to end the 
movie franchise.
However, the movie is not without its high 
points. The supporting cast of vampires and 
Bella’s relatives are wonderfully cast, con-
vincing, and funny, and the special effects are 
quite well-executed and convincing, especial-
ly the werewolf transformation scenes. Bel-
la’s pregnancy is depicted with an appropri-
ate amount of body horror, and her gradual 
deterioration over the course of her gestation 
is depicted in a way that is both realistic and 
unsettling. In addition, the more violent parts 
of the movie are surprisingly well-done for a 
film that could not be further from the action 
genre. The fight scenes are enjoyable, and the 
improvised caesarian that marks the climax 
of the film is portrayed with an appropri-
ate amount of gore without being indulgent. 
These details move viewing the film from an 
exercise in character-building to something 
that is almost fun in parts, although these 
glimmers of hope are not enough to save the 
film as a whole.
If you are a devoted fan of the series, you 
will probably like this movie. It is nothing if 
not true to the book, and it is clear that the di-
rector aimed for a full depiction of the novel, 
rather than simply an adaptation. However, if 
you’re at all like me, you’ll find that there are 
simply not enough good points to the movie 
to justify the expense of a ticket. For all the 
adolescent wedding wish-fulfillment and 
romantic scenery, there’s something lack-
ing. Like the vampires it depicts, “Breaking 
Dawn” is all style and glamour… but entirely 
missing heart.
Review rating: 1 elephants
Breaking Dawn broken in more ways than one
Kevin Weaver • staff writer
If there is one form of recipe that everyone knows, it’s Mac 
and Cheese. A favorite to kids everywhere for lunch and teens 
as a snack coming home from school, it’s one of the easiest 
and most enjoyed types of recipes in the world. But like all 
recipes, there is a way to improve it. Here is a Mac & Cheese 
that my grandmother has been making for the past 40 years 
of her life. It still remains one of my top favorite foods.
Ingredients:
•	 1 lb. Elbow Pasta 
•	 1 lb of cheese (Any kind works, but parmesan and pep-
per jack work best) 
•	 8 oz. Tomato Soup 
•	 Salt & Pepper
Directions
1. Begin to cook the pasta for roughly 4 to 5 minutes so 
that it is tough, but not extremely brittle. 
2. Cut the cheese into thin slices, or grate it. Either 
way works. 
3. Mix the pasta, soup, and cheese in one buttered 
baking dish. 
4. Add salt and pepper over the dish. 
5. Place into an oven preheated to 375 degrees F, or until 
it starts to bubble. Takes roughly 20 minutes.
And when that’s all done, let it sit for a few minutes and 
serve! It is enough to serve four people, and plenty enough 
for any one person. Also easy to reheat again and again.
If you have a recipe you want to share, email the editor at 
thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu
Jessica Reames • staff writer
Going somewhere on vacation and coming 
back with over 500 pictures for a short stay is a 
pretty common thing. Pictures are memory in-
tensive and take up a lot a space on a hard drive 
or take time and money to develop when work-
ing with film. So how did I reduce the number 
of pictures I took from bordering ridiculous to 
manageable?
To start off, you need to 
read the owner’s manual for 
your camera. It will tell you 
what features your camera 
has and how to use them.
Take photos with a pur-
pose. When looking through 
the camera, look carefully 
at what you have framed. If 
you don’t like what you see, 
don’t take the picture. How 
do you know if you like what 
you are seeing? You have to 
stop snapping shots of everything and think 
about what you are looking at long enough to 
decide if you like it. 
Watch out for strange things like cutting 
off an arm at the elbow or a pole coming out 
of the top of a head. 
If your camera has manual focus, play around 
with it and see what happens when you focus at 
different depths from the camera. You should 
notice that about 1/3 of the focus zone or depth 
of field is in front of what you focused on and 
2/3 is behind it. This holds true unless you are 
closer than 3 feet to your subject at which point 
depth of field is split roughly 50/50.
Lighting is the most important thing 
about taking photos. The basic function of 
a camera is to capture light. Be aware of the 
lighting on your subject and, if possible, 
move the subject or yourself to take advan-
tage of that light. 
A flash is usually not your friend. The harsh 
light coming off the flash causes vignette edges 
on the photo and removes 
depth from the subject. Light 
from the side increases the 
depth of photos. 
Beware of harsh sunlight 
from directly overhead. It 
will cause harsh shadows 
and remove depth by forcing 
the shadows to be too dark. 
ISO is a measure of the film 
or digital sensor’s sensitivity 
to light. An ISO of 400 is ap-
propriate for most situations. 
Higher than ISO 400 is able 
to capture faster moving subjects and subjects 
with lower light levels but detail is lost. Lower 
than ISO 400 captures fantastic detail that 
will enlarge without showing pixilation or film 
grains, but it requires more light.
Taking good photos inside is difficult because 
the light levels are much lower than outside, 
making a tripod essential for indoor photos. 
The best time to take photos outside is during 
the morning and the late afternoon when the 
sun is not directly overhead. These times are 
also usually good for taking photos indoors as 
well because of light coming in the windows. 
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Public Safety — here to help
”Watch out for strange things like a pole coming out of the top of a 
head. 
Morgan Lopez • staff writer
Rose-Hulman Public Safety 
is a valued asset of our school 
and is part of what makes Rose 
uniquely great. Unfortunately, 
some students’ interaction with 
Public Safety has been nothing 
more than getting a room un-
locked or the occasional park-
ing ticket. On a personal level, 
all of the officers are really nice, 
fun guys with goofy senses of 
humor. On a professional level, 
they are dedicated to maintain-
ing a safe campus, attending 
to various student needs, and 
maintaining a constant author-
itative and protective presence 
on campus 24/7.
As a Public Safety student 
employee, I answer the phone 
and relay dispatch messages to 
the officers. I’ve learned that 
our officers provide a multitude 
of helpful, sometimes strange, 
and always free services to 
students upon request. While 
working this past week, I asked 
the officers on duty about what 
kinds of things they can do for 
students. The replies were an 
echo of the same response, a 
shrug, a moment of thought, 
and finally “Whatever we can, 
we’re here for the students.”
Below is a table of some 
services the officers regularly 
provide, but it is by no means 
exhaustive. If you have an issue 
on campus or nearby, just give 
them a call and ask them what 
they can do. They’re great guys, 
and they genuinely enjoy help-
ing us out. 
Getting started with serious 
photography
Mac and Cheese
made easier
Problem Solution – Call Public Safety (812) 877-8590 • Office:  the white house by Skinner and Circle K
Car Won’t Start On campus or off, they will jump start your car from one of the spiffy Public Safety vehicles. If that doesn’t work, and you need 
to	get	to	class	or	go	home,	they’ll	gladly	give	you	a	lift.	If	you’ve	run	out	of	gas,	and	there’s	more	than	one	officer	on	duty,	they’ll	
be happy to make the drive within several miles to bring you gas. 
Locked Out: Room or Car If you’re locked out of your dorm or a classroom, they’ll be there with the keys in only a few minutes. If you’re locked out of your 
car, they’re really good at “breaking into” it. They can’t let you into labs or rooms with expensive equipment without a profes-
sor’s pass or reservation from the registrar, but Olin classrooms usually aren’t a problem.
Lost/Found They	won’t	keep	track	of	that	lonely	glove	you	found	on	the	bathroom	floor,	but	important	personal	items	like	keys,	wallets	and	
cell	phones	are	kept	safe	at	the	office.	If	you’ve	lost	an	item	of	this	sort,	give	them	a	call.	If	they	don’t	have	it,	they’ll	keep	an	eye	
out, and call you as soon as it’s found or turned in. 
Legal Firearm Storage You	can’t	keep	a	firearm	on	campus,	and	even	if	you	live	off	campus,	Public	Safety	will	store	your	gun	(soft	shell	casing	only)	
under lock and key, and only you will have access to it. 
Car Collision on Campus Since Rose is private property, Public Safety has its own vehicle incident reports. Often times insurance companies will request 
such a report. If you’d like a report, or even pictures of the damage from a third party, just ask Public Safety. If your car was the 
unfortunate	victim	of	a	hit-and-run,	the	officers	can	review	surveillance	footage	and	help	catch	the	culprit.	
Stolen Stuff Public	Safety	will	be	more	than	willing	to	review	footage	from	the	numerous	campus	security	cameras	and	help	file	a	report.	
Creepers If you see anyone suspicious on campus, let Public Safety know! They keep logged as well as live surveillance of the campus and 
have the authority to issue orders of restraint (making it illegal for unwanted persons to trespass on Rose property). They will 
also resolve minor violent incidents, but if someone’s seriously hurt, call 911. 
Had Too Much To Drink Can’t afford cab fare? They’ll be glad to drive you home (on campus or off) from your favorite watering hole. If you’re wandering 
about campus, they won’t ask what’s in that Circle K cup, but if it’s apparent you’re seriously impaired, they may insist on giving 
you a ride back to your place. If they happen to notice an open container, they will politely ask that you dispose of it. 
Severe Weather or Local Crime If there’s serious local crime or weather, Public Safety may send out a campus email. They have siren systems for tornadoes and 
active shooters. 
EMERGENCY DO	NOT	HESITATE	TO	CALL	911!	Any	time	there	is	a	911	call	from	a	campus	phone,	Public	Safety	is	automatically	notified.	
Once the call is over, they will immediately call the number back to make sure everything is ok. If you call 911 from a cell phone, 
it	is	a	good	idea	to	call	Public	Safety	afterwards,	if	you	are	able.	If	there	is	an	emergency,	the	officers	will	spring	into	action,	do-
ing	anything	they	can	until	more	help	arrives.	If	the	officers	see	police,	fire,	or	EMS	vehicles	come	onto	campus,	they	will	check	
out the situation to see if they can be of further assistance.  If Public Safety is called to a situation out of their scope, they will call 
the police for you, and help you deal with external authorities. Since Rose-Hulman is private property, police will not come onto 
the campus unless called. 
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The other side of the desk
Alex Mullans
editor-in-chief
 
Only countries like China and Iran 
censor the Internet.
Right?
Not anymore. At least, not if the 
Stop Online Piracy Act (H.R. 3261) 
and/or PROTECT IP - Prevent-
ing Real On-
line Threats 
to Economic 
C r e a t i v i t y 
and Theft of 
I n t e l l e c t u a l 
Property Act 
- (S. 968) are 
passed into 
law. These 
bills - from 
the House and 
the Senate, 
respectively - 
are what hap-
pens when our 
government lets lobbyists write bills. 
SOPA is particularly bad - it would 
require payment and ad network pro-
viders to processing for any person or 
site accused - not convicted, accused 
- of making copyrighted material 
available online.
Such a blockade leaves innova-
tion on the web in a terrible place. 
Imagine: someone uploads an unau-
thorized version of a new Lady Gaga 
single to YouTube. Under current 
law (the Digital Millenium Copy-
right Act), YouTube is safe from any 
litigation as long as they remove the 
questionable content upon receiving 
a valid takedown request. But under 
the new law, that one piece of infring-
ing content could be cause to suspend 
all US-based payment processing for 
YouTube, thereby strangling its abil-
ity to survive. At the same time, they 
could seize the YouTube.com domain 
name and redirect all visitors to a no-
tice of the alleged infringement. Not 
exactly a great culture for the next 
generation of awesome web applica-
tions, according to findings from a 
new Booz & Co. study indicating that 
more than 70 percent of angel inves-
tors would be deterred from investing 
in the next generation of YouTube-
like startups under the new legisla-
tion.
Even if you accept that such a dra-
conian approach is an appropriate 
punishment for infringers, these bills 
are still awful, because they muck 
with the way the Internet works on 
a fundamental level. The legisla-
tion’s primary means of censoring 
these “rogue sites” - the redirection 
mentioned above - alters the way the 
Internet translates your request for 
Google.com into the series of num-
bers that locate Google’s servers on 
the network. This method of filtering 
makes it impossible to know why you 
can’t reach a website: was it taken 
down at the government’s request, 
or has a hacker or some other bad ac-
tor simply interfered with the server 
and/or your connection?
Copyright infringement is a prob-
lem largely because an industry has 
failed to adapt to the Internet. So, 
why is Congress willing to break the 
Internet if that industry isn’t willing 
to grow and adapt?
There’s no ‘A’ in college
Congress: Breaking your Internet since 1998
Dr. Thomas Adams
faculty writer
Rose-Hulman’s “Blueprint for 
Excellence,” launched in 1976, 
was a strategic planning initiative 
that took a little known private 
engineering college in the Mid-
west and propelled it to a national 
stage. “Vision to be the Best” fol-
lowed “Blueprint for Excellence.” 
Begun in 1995, “Vision to be the 
Best” helped Rose achieve its first 
national #1 ranking by US News 
and World Report, an honor we 
have enjoyed every year since 
1999. We now find ourselves 
in the beginning stages of what 
President Branam has coined 
“The ‘Great’ Debate,” Rose-Hul-
man’s next big strategic planning 
initiative. “The ‘Great’ Debate” 
seeks ideas from “every member 
of the Rose-Hulman Commu-
nity” as to “what strategies… …
structures… [and] commitments 
will help us fulfill Rose-Hulman’s 
promise to be ‘great’ in the 21st 
century.” In short, we want to 
know what it will take to get us to 
the next level.
I welcome this debate with 
open arms. I therefore find my-
self thinking a lot about what I 
would do if I were King of Rose-
Hulman. Upon reflection, how-
ever, I find that virtually all of my 
ideas would likely be character-
ized as “transformational.” By 
transformational I mean ideas 
requiring major investments in 
our infrastructure and/or sig-
nificant changes in our operat-
ing model in order to implement. 
For example, we know that we 
learn best in several small snip-
pets—on the order of 12-15 min-
utes—purposely spaced out over 
time. I could envision doing away 
with traditional class schedules 
and replacing them with three 
or four meetings of 15 minutes 
or less every day. We also know 
that engaging in regular exercise 
has a significant impact on learn-
ing. Can daily exercise become a 
formal part of the student’s edu-
cation?
I think in terms of transfor-
mational change not because of 
any natural proclivity to do so, 
but rather because I believe that 
we have largely taken the cur-
rent paradigm as far as it can go. 
Surely we can incorporate more 
active learning in the classroom 
than we have at present, improve 
the quality of such activities, pro-
vide more rich media content on 
course webpages, etc. But all of 
these efforts would most likely 
provide only incremental im-
provements in quality, not the or-
der of magnitude improvement 
we truly desire.
Of all the radical ideas floating 
around in my head, I believe the 
one that would have the most 
positive impact—and also be one 
of the easiest to implement—is to 
do away with grades. No, really, I 
mean it; let’s get rid of grades.
Of all the things that cause our 
brains to function poorly, stress 
takes the cake, and few things 
cause as much stress in an engi-
neering student’s life as grades. 
And why shouldn’t they? A high 
GPA is invaluable in securing 
a job or admission to graduate 
school. Low GPAs can lead to stu-
dents abandoning their degrees 
altogether. For Rose students in 
particular, most of whom 
have enjoyed high GPAs 
throughout their second-
ary educations, grades are 
also often linked to a sense 
of self worth. (I have heard 
many a Rose student claim 
that the hardest adjustment 
for them to make in college 
is getting used to the idea 
of being average.) Imag-
ine, then, the liberation of 
no longer having a number 
attached to performance! 
Why, students may even 
find themselves motivated 
to learn, and maybe, just 
maybe, some of the natural 
curiosity that drew them to 
math and science in the first 
place would return, making 
learning fun again.
Doing away with grades 
does not mean doing away 
with standards. Quite the 
contrary, abandoning 
grades would allow Rose 
to raise the bar on student 
performance in that in-
structors could invoke min-
imum competencies before 
allowing to students to ad-
vance. I can’t tell you how 
painful it is to see a student 
receive a B in Conservation 
and Accounting Principles 
having applied the ideal gas 
equation to a cucumber. With 
ideal gas behavior being only one 
of dozens of learning objectives, 
however, a numerical grading 
scheme allows this to happen on 
a regular basis.
Precedents exist for going 
grade-free in higher education. 
MIT has not given grades to 
freshmen engineering students 
for years. The renowned Ever-
green State College in Olympia, 
WA issues narrative evaluations 
of students’ work instead of 
grades, and has done so since its 
founding in 1967. The dirty little 
secret these institutions have un-
covered is that grades mean very 
little, as evidenced by SAT scores 
being very poor predictors of stu-
dent performance in college, just 
as college GPA is a poor predictor 
of workplace performance.
So why do we still cling to 
grades? In a word, laziness. We 
find it much easier to say “3.8—
good student, 2.3—bad student” 
than to actually assess a student’s 
academic accomplishments as a 
whole. We also like the illusory 
comfort such numbers provide. 
We all know that assessing one’s 
level of knowledge and ability is a 
much more qualitative endeavor 
than it is quantifiable. We choose 
to ignore that for the sake of con-
venience.
And so, let us consider being 
the first college of our type that 
discards grades in favor of learn-
ing. Indeed, the purpose of “The 
‘Great’ Debate” isn’t to figure out 
how to stay on top, but rather to 
discover the means by which we 
can improve ourselves. Haven’t 
we therefore already bought 
into the concept of abandoning 
grades?
Are rubrics like this a bulwark of assessment in engineering educa-
tion, or are they simply a crutch for professors?
http://sxc.hu
China, Iran, ...United States? Are we going to be adding ourselves 
to the list of countries with government-censored Internet?
http://sxc.hu
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Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
Spartan Jordan Moss led the 
game with 21 points, but strong 
defensive play from the Rose-
Hulman Fightin’ Engineers held 
off the conference foes to clinch a 
59 - 29 win.
A balanced Rose-Hulman of-
fense contributed to the out-
standing scoring effort. Jun-
ior Austin Weatherford led 
the team with 12 points, fol-
lowed closely by senior Blake 
Knotts who put 11 points on 
the board. Trailing them were 
juniors Brenton Balsbaugh 
and Nate Gissentanner who 
each finished the night with 
eight points. Gissentanner 
managed to pull down five re-
bounds as well.
Though Manchester took 
the first lead, putting up an 
easy layup just twenty seconds 
into the matchup, the Fightin’ 
Engineers went on a 27 - 5 
scoring run to quickly put the 
game out of reach. Heading 
to the locker room at halftime, 
Rose-Hulman held a 19-point 
lead, up 30 - 11 with just another 
twenty minutes to play.
In the second half of play, the 
Engineers nearly doubled their 
score, and the Spartans never 
could come close to cutting in to 
the early established lead. Man-
chester shot just 21% from the 
field on the night.
Manchester dropped to 3 - 5 
overall on the loss with a 1 - 1 re-
cord in conference play.
The overwhelming victory 
came after the men outplayed 
Defiance College in an 87 - 70 
victory last Saturday afternoon. 
The 87 points scored by the 
team are the most for the men 
in a conference game since a 
90 - 66 win over Rhodes Col-
lege; not since the 90 - 48 sweep 
over Robert-Morris College last 
season had the men’s basketball 
team earned a score over 80 in 
any game.
During the Defiance game, 
five players reached double fig-
ures in scoring, led by sopho-
more Julian Strickland who 
grabbed 21 points throughout 
the afternoon. Weatherford 
followed with 16 points, and 
sophomore James Pillischaf-
ske added 11 points.
Three players put up their 
season-best scores during the 
game. Weatherford put up 
16 points, while junior Jon 
Gerken finished with 11 and 
senior Jason Haslag trailed 
just slightly with 10 on the 
board.
Rose-Hulman now stands 
at 6 - 1 overall on the season, 
matching their record after 
seven games last season. They 
are perfect so far in conference 
play at 2 - 0. They will face 
off against Bluffton Univer-
sity this Saturday at home. The 
Beavers sit just behind Rose-
Hulman in current league stand-
ings with a 5 - 3 overall record 
and a 1 - 1 record in conference 
play.
The men’s game will tip off 
around 3 p.m. on Saturday.
Engineers remain perfect 
in conference play
Swimming finishes third 
at DePauw Invitational
Matt Dierksmeier • staff writer
At the DePauw Invita-
tional this past weekend, 
the men’s swimming and 
diving team placed third 
overall, recording eight in-
dividual top-five finishes. 
The result ties the team’s 
previous best placing in 
the DePauw 
Invitation-
al. Leading 
the way for 
the Rose-
H u l m a n 
team were 
junior Matt 
Ross and 
sophomore 
A n d r e w 
P o d g o r -
ski. Ross 
c l a i m e d 
second in 
the 400-in-
d i v i d u a l 
m e d l e y 
and finished third in the 
200-butterfly. Podgor-
ski was runner-up in the 
100-breaststroke and 
came home fourth in the 
200-breaststroke.
The women’s squad com-
peted as well at the same 
invitational, finishing sev-
enth out of eight teams. 
Junior Shannon Cunnien 
recorded two eighth-place 
finishes to lead the Rose-
Hulman team.
Also occurring this past 
weekend was the Engi-
neer Diving Invitational. 
Hosted at the SRC pool, a 
strong performance was 
put in by Rose-Hulman 
junior Nicole Richard-
son. She placed second in 
the three-meter dive and 
added a third place finish 
in the one-meter diving 
event.
The swimming and div-
ing teams have rounded 
out their 2011 competi-
tion which featured four 
top-three finishes for the 
men and one first and one 
second-place finish for the 
women’s team. Their next 
action will be January 6th, 
when they will host Frank-
lin College during the Sen-
ior Day Meet.
Junior Matt Ross led the men’s swim-
ming effort with second and third-place 
individual finishes at DePauw.
Rose-Hulman News
Dickerson nabs 
1,000th point in 
narrow loss
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
In addition to the dozens of 
entries she holds in Rose-Hul-
man’s record books, senior Alisa 
Dickerson (pictured, right) will 
go down as the ninth woman to 
score over 1,000 points during 
her time as a Lady Engineer.
After dominating offensive 
play Wednesday night with 21 of 
the team’s 43 points, Dickerson 
currently has 1,014 points, plac-
ing her at eighth place on the to-
tal points leaderboard.
Dickerson has started 80 
consecutive games and stands 
as the lone senior on the squad 
this year. She has put up double 
figures in every game so far this 
season with three games out of 
five above the 20-point mark.
Despite the strong offensive 
showing by Dickerson, the Lady 
Engineers could not pull to-
gether a win Wednesday night 
against Manchester.  
A balanced offense during 
the first half kept the Spartans 
within reaching distance with an 
18 - 13 lead at halftime. Return-
ing after halftime, Manchester 
grabbed their largest lead of 12 
points with just under six min-
utes remaining in the contest.
The Lady Engineers retali-
ated with six straight points, and 
Manchester held a meager 41 
- 39 lead at just under two min-
utes. The teams traded points up 
and down the court before Spar-
tan Abby Schweitzer sank a free 
throw to put the home team up 
by three points.
Freshman Sheree Williams 
pushed the ball up the court be-
fore being fouled with just sec-
onds remaining, but a missed 
free throw would seal the 46 - 43 
victory for Manchester.
The Lady Engineers now stand 
at 0 - 5 and 0 - 2 in conference 
play and look to pick up their 
first win against the Bluffton 
Beavers this Saturday at 1 p.m.
Austin Weatherford and Blake 
Knotts led the offense with over a 
third of the team points.
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This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I try to get things past my editors. Noël Spurgeon is my name-o, and I’m responsible for everything that doesn’t have a name on it (and some things that do).   If you have a problem with it, I challenge you to a cage fight.  No biting.  You know what’s 
confusing?  People with two first names, like Wayne Brady, Andrew Jordan, Lois Lane, Dick Tracy... you get the idea.  You’re never sure if they’re being listed first name/last name or last name/first name, and let’s face it... calling Dick Tracy ‘Mr. Dick’  would just be embarassing.  
Nasty RumoR of the Week
Spring is coming tomorrow.  However, it will 
last exactly 12 hours.  Until next year.
Wacky prof quotes
“My friend and I in high school had a contest of memoriz-
ing Pi… I didn’t date a lot back then” 
 — Dr. Bryan.  Baking pi, not memorizing it is the the 
thing that attract the ladies. 
“Meat on a stick?  You can’t go wrong.”
 —Dr. Mrs. DeVasher, on the universal appeal of things 
speared on top of other things.
 “You’re basically turning yourself into a fish, and that’s 
tough to do.”
 — Dr. Brandt.  Turning yourself into a bird is much 
more reasonable.
“It’s a good thing whiteboards are not dynamic, so you 
can’t prove I wrote [the wrong number].”
 — Dr. Rader, on plausible deniability.
“I only caught the back end but it looked enormous.”
 — Dr. Wollowski, on things that you should never say 
at a fashion show.  Or in a fitting room, for that matter.  
Just... don’t.
Rose Profs say crazy things. E-mail them to the 
Flipside at thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu
Top “10” Ten
Ways to keep warm winter quarter
Noël Spurgeon • The icewoman cometh
10. Competitive nerd running across campus.  While 
your dignity might die a slow and painful death, at least 
you won’t.
9. Burn your notes from last quarter in a sacrifice to 
the gods of partial credit.  Remember though, that much 
like your notes, the carpet in the res halls is also flam-
mable.
8. Put on every item of clothing you own… at the same 
time.  The bonus is that you won’t have to do laundry… 
it’ll take a while for the smell to migrate to the outside.
7. Curl up around your gaming desktop… put those 
heat transfer issues you have to good use.  Also, all those 
hours with CoD are finally useful.
6. Reroute all the dryer output vents to your room.  Not 
only will you be toasty warm, your room will smell like 
clean laundry.  Depending on who you are, this could 
be the first time that anything you’ve owned has ever 
smelled that good.
5. Finally make the switch from Mountain Dew to cof-
fee.  Unlike Mountain Dew, coffee is still drinkable when 
piping hot. Mountain Dew just tastes like that box of 
popsicles you forgot in your trunk last summer.
4. Construct a blanket fort in the boiler room.  On the 
other hand, that might go a little bit too far toward the 
warm side of things.  If you do decide to though, the se-
cret password is ‘cabbage muffins.’  
3. Climb into bed with your roommate.  I’m sure they 
like snuggling… dibs big spoon.
2.  Climb into bed with someone else’s roommate.  Bo-
nus points if they’re attractive, and if you can convince 
them to use the old pioneer trick to stave off hypother-
mia.  /eyebrow waggle
1. Drill into the steam line that runs underneath the 
road, and run a (very well-insulated) pipe to your room. 
It happens every year anway.
Stephen Mayhew • Can’t touch this
Frank Roetker • IT BURNS
